OONFIDENTIAL.) REPORT (No. 49 of 1878 
om en ee ae a oe 
FOR THE oe a a 
Week ending the ‘7th hoisted! 1878. 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
No. Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. eign tian. Dates of pepers ved and examined 
cae BENGALI. | —— 
—— 3 ae 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi”’ es ... | Baréhanagar ma 4,000 ? | oe 
2 | Rajsh4hye Sambid” ... ... — ... | R&jsh&hye nt Wa | 
8 |“ Gramvarté Prakashika”’ va ... | Comercolly ~ 200 a 
; ie ’ ae eae fa Bhavénipore eae eonees 4 s 
Fe id” re ... | Calcutta i SOOO | — 
Bi-month ly. ec 
6 - Calnaé Prakash” eee eee eee C4lna eee eoecee | 7 
7 | “ Hindu Lalané”’ we vie ... | Nawa&bgunge, Barrack- sisees = 
‘pore. 
8 | “ Sahayogi” a sea wits Bhaviaipore, Calcutta whines 
Weekly. 
9 | “ Banga Hitaishi” ws’ ee ... | Bhavénfpore, Calcutta}  ...... 
10 |“ Bhérat Mihir” “il sie ... | Mymensingh ne 658 | 28th November 1878. 
11 | ‘ Bhérat Sanskérak”’ a ‘a ... | Harinébhi “a ilies oe 
12 | ‘Bengal Advertiser” .. «.. «| Ditto og Lic) senees | — 
13 | “ Bishva Dit” ~ Ss wee | Téliganj, Calcutta... aa 3 ei 
14 | “ Bardwain Prachariké” + aoe | Bardwan ks 165 : 
15 | “ Bardwdn Sanjivani” as ... | _ Ditto Pru: eee 8rd December 1878. 7 
16 | ‘Dacca Prakash” is ae ... | Dacca as 400 @ 
17 | Education Gazette” ...  «.. ... | Hooghly oe 1,168 | 29th November 1878. a 
18 | “ Gramvarté Prakashika”’ aa .»» | Comercolly i 200 | 30th ditto. 
19 | “Hindu Hitaishini”’ oe ne ve. | Dacca 300 0th ditto. ae 
20 | “ Hindu Ranjika” ole awe | Beauleah, Réjshshye... 200 | 27th ditto. _ 
21 | « Murshida bed Pratinidhi’”’ = oa Berhampore ae ara 29th ditto. as 
22 | © Pratikar”’ es ae ... | _Ditto Pes 235 | 29th — ditto. i 
23 |“ Rangpore Dik Prakash” .. _... | Kékinié, Rangpore ... 250 oe 
a Sadharani” ‘cs = .». | Chinsurah os 616 | 1st December 1878. 
25 | *‘ Sahachara” sia ep ... | Calcutta a PARC 2nd _—s "ditto. : 
26 | “ Sambad Bhaskar” Sse ee es Hers . an 
27 |*Sulabha Samachér” ...  «.. «| _ Ditto ... | 5,500 | 30th November 1878. — 
28 | “Soma Prakash” aes a ... | Dhavanfpore 10. 700 a 
Bi-weekly. cof 
29 | * Banga Mitra” me oie Calcutta < 4,000 = 
30 |“ Sambad Prabhakar’ sd me bes ... | Caleutta ies 550 | 28th November to 4th December 1878. § =& 
31 | “Sambad Pirnachandrodaya” ... ...| Ditto ue | eseeee «=| 2OthH = ditto ~——: to 4th ditto. a 
32 | “ Samachar Chandrika” we oe tk oe cae 625 
33 | “ Banga Vidy& Prakéshiké” .. ...| Ditto sic Lj eleens 
84 | “ Arya Mihir” ee i 
 Eywenise anp Benaati. 
Weekly. 7 
35 66 Howrah Hitakari” ee eee eee Bethar, Howrah eee 300 
36 |“ Murshidabad Patriké”.. aa ... | Berhampore mh RE 22nd and 29th November 1878. 
37 |“ Baris4l Vartabiha” ... ... «| Barisél i 300 
Urnv. | 
38 | «< Ordu oue — rar | 1 Oaloutte me 400 | 30th November 1878. ae 
Urvv. SS 
Bi-monthly. | ae. 
39 | Akhbar-ul-Akhiar” ... ..4 > oo» | Mazufferpore en 3 
eekly. : 
40 |“ Behér Bandhu” | ’ es a ... | Bankipore, Patna... 509 | 4th December 1878. ee 
4] - Bharat Mitra of eee eee eee Calcutta eee oovees 5th ditto. ‘ : ee Baek 
elete ee Ss lh | 260 | 20th November 1878. 


MurenIpaBaD 
PaTRixa, 
November 29th, 1878. 


Jam JAHANNUMA, 


November 29th, 1878..- 


Urnvu Guipz, 
‘ November 30th, 1878. 


SaDHARASI, 
December lst, 1878. 
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PoLITIOCAL. | 
- Lorp Bzaconsrretp has, by throwing all the responsibility of | 

. Cabul : on Lord Lytton, relieved binelf 
Who shall pay the costs of the the sight of the English nation. From what 
Cae FF treasury, however, 1s the cost of this war to be 
aid? Lord Lytton will be obliged to meet it from the Indian revenneg. 
The English people, who are a feeling and sympathizing race, whose one 
great source of income is India, will not surely be pleased to see this 
poor and lifeless country being saddled with the costs of the present war. 
They who subscribed so liberally so many Jakhs for the starving people of 
Madras, will not stand listlessly by and see India ruined, especially now, when 
it is suffering from famine, disease, dearth, and poverty. To make India 
pay the cost, would be like striking a dead body. As it is, Government has 
much difficulty in collecting the license tax. Besides this, England, ang 
not India, will benefit by the war. The revenues of Afghdnistdn, an 
uncivilized country, will not suffice to pay for its own administration. India will 
have to make good the remainder. This, however, is an after affair; for the 
present it is but right that India should be exempted from the payment of 

the cost of the war. 
9. After praising the English Government for its benignity, justice, and 


mercy towards its subjects, the Jam Jahdnumd 
Conduct of the Amir of Cabul y J ' ahanuma 


ll roceeds to show to what extent the present 
piaaimeen, Amie Shere AU in-indebted to the Bagteh fo 
his very throne ; for if they had wished it at the time, they might have listened 
to the entreaties of Afzal Khan and sided with him. Instead of appreciating 

all this kindness, the Amir has failed to reply to the friendly letters of the 
Viceroy, forgetting entirely the advice given by the famous poet Sdddi, in a 


well-known couplet. Neither the Amir nor his councillors have been able to 
comprehend the kindness of the Government, or its forbearance and patience. 
It was not through fear of the Amér that the English have thus delayed. 
He should now come forward and make an ample apology to the Indian 
Government for all his past sins and obstinate behaviour, and thus escape 
becoming the cause of much bloodshed and distress. He should not suffer 
himself to-be made-the dupe of Russian intrigue. a 
8. After quoting two couplets from the famous Persian poet Sdadi, 
: and applying them as intended to the well- 
Aap Cabul war attributable to the known folly of the 4fghdns, the Editor of the 
Urdu Guide goes on to remark that, although 
thousands of instances could be adduced to show the ever-recurring ms- 
deeds of the Afghans, which have resulted in injury to themselves and others 
the crowning folly has been reserved for the present time. It will no doubt, 
result in the total ruin of A/ghdnistén as it now stands, and the extinction of 
the Kidn name and race, established by the founder Dost Muhammad Khan. 
Some foolish Musalmdns allege that Hindustan has oppressed Afghdnistan ; 
and certain writers of English papers have indulged in the same strain, thro 
motives of self-interest. So far as we can form an opinion after calm 
reflection, the Amir has acted very improperly throughout, as will be seen 
from the arguments advanced in the Viceroy’s missive, an official translation 
of which is published below. ; 
4. The Sddhdrané asks, Why are our rulers, at such a time of dire 


r gui famine, making such vast war perparations a 
—_— — so much expense ? Why are hundreds upou 
hundreds of infantry and cavalry being despatched to the North-Western 


Frontier? ‘There is a particular and deep reason for all this. The Amir 
of Cdbul isa guilty person, and heavily guilty too in the sight of the 


( 8) 


English, according to the principles of the Indian Penal Code. Now, how 
comes it that the 4mir has been found committing a fault at the holy feet 
of the great white-bodied avaédrs (incarnations)? Do you not know that 
the Amér has granted a reception, accompanied with every respect, and has 
afforded an asylum, to the Envoy of Russia, the old enemy of England; and 
do you not recollect that shortly after the above occurrence, and after 
having resisted the fascination of 10 Jakhe of rupees, the Amtr’s officer 
would not permit the English Envoy to proceed to Cdbul, the capital ? 
That this officer did not become terror-stricken at the threats of the English 
Envoy, and that he wanted to pelt stones in return for bricks? Have 
you not heard that, although the Amér was fully cognizant of all these 
proceedings, he yet refused to write a letter of apology? Herein is his guilt. 
His offence, according to recognized principles of civilized policy, is grave. 
Now, examine carefully for yourself and see whether or not this is an offence. 
I can prove it to be so. Read what follows, and it will be clear to you that 
the sinful Amér is a grave offender : | 

Ist. The Amér accorded the Russian Envoy a reception and gave him 
an asylum ; 2nd, the Russians are enemies of the English, consequently the 
Amir is an enemy of the English, inasmuch as he who grants my enemy 
an asylum must himself be my enemy. The first actof sinful offence on the 
part of the Amr justifies all the warlike preparations against him, and if 
the English, immediately on the perpetration of this offence, had assembled 
an army and proceeded to Cabul, they would not have acted contrary to 
policy. But no, they are of a frank disposition and adorned with many virtues. 
They did not act as it is just suggested they might have done; and because 
they did not do so, they deserve great praise. Ihave a house into which 
I permit a certain person to enter; this is no reason why I should have an 
open door for every one. Looking at the thing in this way, the Amfr is 
not obliged, under any rule or law, to permit the English to establish a 


military station in Cdbwl, nor is he bound even to allow them to enter the | 


place. But it is no use disputing against conscience; its arguments can 
easily be silenced one after the other. ‘* The country belongs to the one 
who has power. ”” : 
5. The Sddhdrant considers it sufficient to say of the ultimatum, 

me fo that it contained all it could in the way of 

calling the Amér bad, ungrateful, &c., and it 
concluded with the assertion that the English were not to be blamed for the 
war, but that the Amir was the cause thereof. As to this, we have to remark 
that a man’s own fault appears to him as small asa grain of mustard 
seed, whilst another’s fault assumes the size of a large palm-fruit. This 
casting of the blame of the war on the Amér’s shoulders does not tally with 
the public declaration of the Secretary of State for India that Mr. Gladstone, 
the former Premier, was the cause of all this disturbance. HKven if what 
the Secretary of State says be true, the Amir is after all not so much to 
blame, considering the circumstances in which he is placed. From: the 
unpreparedness in which the English army has been found, and the rigour of 
the approaching Cdbul winter, we fear that, like Napoleon returning from 
Moscow, the British may have to return without accomplishing their purpose. 
We cannot say what the designs of the Amir may be after all we have 
heard of the easy capture of Ali-masjtd. Will the Afghans: make no 
effort to preserve their independence? There can be only two reasons why 
the Afghdns, so well known in history as a brave and powerful race, have shown 
no fight. 1st, the Amir may be unprepared, or 2nd, he on F wish to allure 
the British army into his kingdom, where the climate, as history has before 
told us, will do the work of destruction. We would therefore advise our 


The ultimatum to the Amir. 


Sapwaragr, 
December Ist, 1878. 


Pome 
nas 


MuRSHIDABAD, 


November 22nd, 1878. 


Hispv Rawrsixa, 


November 27th, 1878. 
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Government: to act very cautiously, and not to be ina hurry. God grant 
that the English Government may realize its wish to take Candahar and 


Jeldlabdd now, and wait for spring to finish operations. May the side which 


has right. avd justice win the day. 
Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The Murshiddbdd Patrika brings to the notice of Government 
Paucity of amlahs in the court of the the paucity of amlahs In the court of the 
Additional Munsif of Berhampore. Additional Munsif of this district, whose juris. 
diction now comprises the thdnds of Gokarna, Kalydnganj, Bhadurthét, 
Nawddé, and Hariharpadrd. It is no easy matter for one person to do the 
work of nine men. The amlahs, who have been appointed to the above court 
have to labour till their brows actually sweat! - ee 
7. In former days, says _ —, yes ine shel in the police or 

i ec the idea of: becoming a darogd was the forlor 
—e hope of respectable people who had nestlected 
their education. The police official was in those times a Serdj-ud-dawld, and 
oppression, tyranny, and injustice reigned. We are ready to admit that the 
police has much improved since then, and that many educated and respect- 
able men are entering it, yet the improvement has not come up to our expec- 


tations. And why? Because those who follow the right way are never 


noticed favourably in a Government Resolution, whilst those who have 
exercised great authority and shown dignified airs, and have been guilty of 
harshness and cruelty, have been speedily promoted. Government should 
reverse its behaviour towards the above two classes, and the police would soon 
improve. The police are styled preservers of the peace; how comes it 
then that the sight of-a policeman strikes terror into a person? Moreover, 
it will always be found that wicked men do not, but good and respectable 
people do, fear the police. There is something rotten in this state of things. 
Uneducated Muhamadan policemen at first enjoyed a monopoly of the 
offices of darogds and jemadars, and no other people would, for fear of losing 
their honor and respect, accept a place in the police. The good men who 


_ have been recently joining the force have become spoilt by evil associations. 


Uneducated and unintelligent policemen pay no heed to the proper 
treatment of honorable and respectable persons. Government ought there- 
fore to strike at the root of the disease by admitting into the police only 
men of worth and talent, well up to their work and respectable withal. 

8. The Sangbdd Prabhdkara says, that several people doubt whether 
Government will make over the administration 
of Mysore to the Maharaja on his attaining 
his majority. This doubt seems to have arisen from the refusal of Government 
to cede the Berdrs to the Nizdm of Hyderabad. The Editor, however, ob- 
serves that the position of the two is not identical. Government acted merely 
as a guardian or trustee during the Mahardjd’s minority, and has greatly 1m- 
proved the province by the introduction of the English plan of adminis 
tration ; and much money has been, and is still being, spent. We can, however, 
scarcely credit the rumour that the English Government wishes to retail 
Bangalore. It will be sad news if true. Moreover, it would be an unjustact, 
for the Government was acting as guardian only, and the money for the 1m- 
provement of Bangalore came out of the Mysore treasury. Government 
already appropriates half of the revenue of Mysore as a tribute, and 
to take Bangalore now would be like cutting off a man’s nose. We 


hope that Lord Lytton will adhere to honor and integrity and not take 
Bangalore. | } 


Mysore affairs. 


. ey 

9, The Bhardi Mihir in its local columns inveighis against ‘the license Buanat Mrure, a 

| tax as pressing very severely on the poor. . The ‘vember 26th, 1878. . 
operations of the circle officers have no proper 
basis. Lt is all guess-work with them. They are constrained to show a ls 
income consequent on repeated letters from the Board. It is expected that 
the sub-divisional Deputy Magistrates, to whom appeals against the assess- 
ments are to be preferred, will not be actuated by the same single desire to 
increase the income from the tax. We invite our mafussal correspondents to 
send us accounts of irregular assessments with full particulars. 3 

10. The Bhardt Mcher complains of the Bengal Government havi Buanat Minte. 
Tho Mymensingh Railway and our relaxed its zeal in reference to the Uymensing 
Lisutenant-Governor, = _ Railway, of which plans and surveys have been 
made and reports sent in, but of which nothing further is now heard. 
No one knows better than Sir Ashley Eden the distress suffered in this part 
of the country, where there are no facilities for imports and exports. Will 
he, after the great fuss and stir made about the railway here last year, sit 
idly and listlessly beholding this dire distress? Lord Lytton’s government 
made a solemn promise that the license tax income should be used to prevent 
future famines. This district will yield no small income on this head, as 
may be foretold by the operations of the circle officers. Whilst other parts of 
India are being intersected by railways, we, with all our distress, are left out 
in the dark. Is it because we are weak and situated so far off that our voices 
cannot be heard, and the English papers say nothing about. our wants? 
Mr. Peacock is entreated to exert himself in the matter of the Mymensingh 
Railway, for the construction of which this is an opportune time, as there will 
be no scarcity of labour for such work. 
11. The three means which the Government of India has thought 5xazer Mims. 

oes er to use for the alleviation of the present 
deplorable state of India, says the Bharat 
:  Mthir, are the famine tax and the extension 
of railways and canals, the burden of all which falls on India itself. At first 
sight these means would appear to be well adapted for the purpose intended. 
It must, however, be apparent that the oft—recurring famines are attributable 
rather to the extravagance of an administration that impoverishes India by 
waste of money, and isnot only unable to satisfy the cravings of a hungry 
people out of the income of the taxes imposed on them, but is fanning 
the flames of famine instead of stamping them out. The writer then goes 
into statistics to show that the people of India are very poor, and that 
famine extends with an increase of taxation. The expenditure on railways 
is very great. The canal and irrigation schemes have resulted in failure 
and loss, whilst the most ridiculous thing in this branch of the adminoistra- 
tion is, that whether a person use the water of the canal or not, he must pay 
the tax. Again, in canal irrigation, water cannot be conveyed to high lands, 
and the system fails of benefit in times of drought. In the prevailing dis- 
tressed state of the country, Government is pouring out money like water in 
non-reproductive and ornamental works. We wish, in conclusion, to 
bring to notice the following three items of extravagance : first, the home 
charges, which have been unsuccessfully ernenanen newspapers and emi- 
hent men,—a soldier now costing India Rs, 600. e cannot predict where 
this will end. Secondly, the ruinous rates of exchange whereby three crores 
out of forty are wasted yearly. Is there no remedy for this, and should not 
Government attend to it? Lastly, the Indian national debt, which has now 
risen to more than 127 crores, the interest of which is 5 crores and 40 lakhs. 
It is not expedient, in our opmion, to borrow money for public works. 
Instead of all this, let means be adopted to enable the ryot to store up 


License Tax operations. 


India’s present state and the reme- 
dies applied by Government. 


Buanat Mrure, 
November 28th, 1878. 


MURSHIDABAD 
PRATINIDHI, 


November 29th, 1878. 
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grain for himself and relieve Government. Taxation will then decrease; ang 
along with it, Government expenditure. Displays like the Delhi Durb¢, 
should cease. Be outspoken with the people, and let them too unburden 
their minds freely to Government. Endeavours should also be made tg 
resuscitate trade. : 

12. The terrified people are, observes the Bhdrat Mshir, impressed with 


the idea that. Government is daily devisin 
tive to gent i: oand ae new plans of oppression. The Pores Ai people 
— consider each Sdéhib to be the Government: 
such as Field, Buckland, and Jackson. So much discontent would not 
prevail if our officials acted considerately. Since the passing of the Stam 
Act of 1869, eight annas was considered as the proper value of a mukhtdr- 
ndmah, whether one or more persons were appointed under it. The 
Advocate-General, Mr. Paul, the then members of the Board, Messrs. 
Schalch and Money, upheld this view of the Act. Three times was the same 
subject brought up, when the Board, the Government Solicitor, and _ the 
Adyocate-General as often supported this view, till another Jupiter arose in 
the person of Mr. Field, who instigated Mr. Buckland to issue circular 8 of 
1878, ruling that one mukhidrndmah should suffice for only one person, thus 


affecting members of an undivided family and members of joint-stock con- 


panies. Mr. Buckland, though so long resident in Bengal, has not got rid 


of his eccentricities even though he is at the head of the Revenue Department. 
This circular has upset everything, and mafussal work is beginning to be 
obstructed. The Zillah Magistrates and Collectors fear to expose matters, lest 
their lord, Mr. Buckland, should be displeased. Our Lieutenant-Governor is 
the only one to whom we can appeal in this matter. This circular, if allowed 
to continue longer in operation, will be productive of much evil. What, we 
ask, will become of past proceedings throughout India and in all courts, 
in connection with which mukhtdrndmahs bore an 8-anna stamp, irrespective 
of the number of persons executing them ?P 

13. The Murshiddbad Pratinidhi thought, from the late inaction of 


; Government as to the long contemplated 

State Bae I and Hrishnoger = Bhagwangold and alee State Railway, 
ae that the proposition was a mere farce; but it 

is now glad to see active measures being taken. From this it is to be — 
that the new railway will be completed within two or three years. This 
line will prove a great convenience to people from the southern anc eastern 
parts, whilst the residents of Jeeagang, Murshiddbdd, and Berhampore 
will escape the misery of native ekkds. Both time and expense will be 
saved. We hope that the locomotives and carriages will not be on the 


_Nalhatti Railway plan. 
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Hispvo Hiraisurrt, 
November 80th, 1878. 


14. The Murshiddbdd Patrikd observes that the Gorernors-General of 


: India invariably come out to India witha 
oe Frenne Come Se eee. } view to acquire ‘hos People who think that 
the Cébul war will be hurtful to India, affirm that as Lord Lytton ha 
nothing to show for which his rule may be praised, but, on the contrary, has 
suffered in reputation on account of the Vernacular Preso Act, he 1s n0W 
desirous of getting a name for himself, and is therefore unwilling to leave 
India without having done something to this end. For this reason he has 
stirred up the Cdbul war, and is doing all he can to make the amir a V 


of the British Sovereign. 
15. The Hindu Hitaishené cannot perceive the utility of changing the 


° > f 

Mr. Monro and the changes in police POlice uniform yearly. Mr. Monro has jv 
Rae eT Lldared the ge to be tepleaed by te 
which latter, respectable native Hindus will be ashamed to use as &@ covering 


Cry 
, for the head. It may perhaps be said tliat these frequent ‘changes will 
give encourage ment totrade. How are those poor police officers to meet the 


expense, who have already paid four rupees for a cap? Would it not be better 
for Mr. Monro to supply a pattern according to which the men might 


make up their own uniforms, instead of compelling them to resort to a mono- 
list of his choosing? These changes come very hard on police officers, 
from the constable to the sub-inspector. 
16. The Hindu Hitaishint remarks, anent the action being taken by S:ov Bram, 
Religious trusts and endowments by Government relative to religious trusts and Nove tb. 1878. 
natives. endowments by natives, that it was never the 
intention of the donors to allow interference in these trusts by persons 
professing a different religion from themselves. We do not believe that 
Government, by taking the superintendence of the various temples into its 
own hands, will be better able to give efficacy to the wishes of the donors, 


= 


vr &€ a Gr se tows 


ew | 
= 


Q viz. as to the services of the idols and the entertainment and feeding of 
Q strangers. Government officers will, moreover, seek to prove that the direc- 
1 tions given by them as to the disposal of the funds of the temple are in 
f accordance with the wishes of the donors. Application was made in 1866 
: to the then Lieutenant-Governor to amend Act XIX of 1810. The appli- 
. cation was supported by the Commissioner, with the remark that many of 
d the poor subsist by the income of the idol, and that thus Government is saved 
f much expense during times of dearth. A commission of inquiry and report 
C was appointed in 1868, but we are unable to say whether the members 
t were Hindus or not. Now, if Government should take over charge uf the 
8 Dévattar property, people will gradually cease to repose belief in the temple. 
d From time to time the self-interested action of the Government officers in 
eC charge of the temples, their neglect of supervision, and their disregard of 
the wishes of the donors will come to be known, and no one will have the 
© HB power to root out the evil: There would be no cause for complaint if a 

committee of Héndus, comprising the principal personages of different 
f HE localities, were appointed by Government to deal with these Devatéar trusts. 


This committee might then proceed to appoint a superintendent of unblame- 
able character, when it would be found that, in consequence of the responsibility 
being thrown on this single individual, work would go on well and abuses be 
checked. Except in this way, it would not, we think, be proper for Govern- 
ment to interfere in this matter of religious trusts. 
17. The Hindu Hitatshint considers the recent orders of Govern= Huov Biratsnim. 
Recent Government orders prokibit- ment prohibiting native doctors of jail hospitals 
ing private practice by native jail from having private practice, on the ground 
_ that these men have already enough to do, 
m to beinconsistent. It must be remembered that the small pay they receive 
of does not suffice for their support. Let their already small salaries of Rs. 20 


° and Rs, 25 be raised, and there will be no objection to the order. The Civil 
at Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon of a place have more responsibilities than 
— a native jail doctor. Yet to prohibit the former from private practice would 
a8 entail much evil on the other resident Europeans. We at first heard that the — 
cd rule was to apply to the native doctors of hospitals alone. If this be the 


case, it will bring much evil to this province. Sub-divisions with jails 

have only one native doctor allotted to each. He has few prisoners to look 
al after, and therefore much time to spare, which he devotes to private practice, 
earning hereby an extra Rs. 75 a month. It would be very hard, indeed, to 
compel this native doctor to waste his spare time in idleness, lose the oppor- 
tunity of adding to his income, and at the sanie time deprive the native 
residents of his services. These people have only this one medical man in the 
station, whom they canonsult in cases of illness. It is very hard, in 
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Cases of sudden emergency, to know that the only medical man &vailable 
is prohibited by Government from attending, and that people must be 
left to perish. ‘The present ruling is tantamount to a dismissal of the natiyp 
doctors of the jail hospitals. So long as these men do their regular duties 
and are not guilty of negligence, why should Government interfere with 
their spare time? A prisoner does not require a doctor always by his side. 
This curtailment of private income.may lead to bribe-taking, which does 
not exist now. We entreat the great Mr. Eden to stay this order for the 
benefit, not only of native doctors, but of the people. Government shonlq 
keep its eyes on the charitable hospitals where a greater probability of 
laxity exists.. 
aoe ego 18. The Sulabha Samdchara _ 4 pone! ie bring to the 
——— notice of the approaching Railway Conference ; 
ot es Ts to thet. old tetvabte' of the Railway 
Company are discharged with the view of diminishing expenditure. Where 
are these poor men to go, in their old age, after their blood and braing 
have been sucked out; or what are they to subsist upon? Let them be 
either pensioned or transferred to some other department. . 
SuLapHaSAMAcHARA. 19. That the English, remarks the Sulabha Samdchdra, are just. the 
persons to rule India, will appear from their 
strength, wisdom, power, and courage. Four 
or five Englishmen are able to keep a district containing ten or twenty 
lakhs of people in order. The English penetrate into almost inacessible 
places to fight an enemy. The powerful Seéh nation has succumbed 
to them. It is only the Bengal Babu who still retains a little boldness 
of speech ; not so the Hindustani or Panjdbt. We have much cause to be 
grateful to Government. Many — themselves by showing anger 
against Government for nothing at all. We have, however, a desire to 


The power and glory of the English. 


see one thing, viz., a little more Christianity mixed up with tie 


and wisdom of Government. In many acts we observe the Christian religion 
dishonored. A race, the foundation of whose glory is Christ, should hare 
some regard for the Divine Author of their faith. 
SapHanasi, 20. It must now be taken as a settled thing, says the Sadhardnt, that 
ee ae the license tax is permanently established, 
and that the people, whether they are able or 
not, must pay it. We had heard that peasants would not be liable for 
the ‘tax, but now learn that several such in the Hooghly district, 
Amiah thdud, have been assessed. Two brothers carrying on trade conjointly 
were to be taxed together, but in Kdjiddngd, Hooghly, each brother has 
been assessed separately. People do not like appealing for fear of 
expense and loss of time. Many of the assessors are but novices, and 
unacquainted with the terms and provisions of the Iicense Act, between 
which and the application of if in making assessments there seems to be 4 
wide difference. A circle officer, an acquaintance of ours, confessed his 
guilt in having wrongly assessed a man.whose income should have exempted 
him from taxation. It is possible, in our opinion, to prevent all this 
oppression. First, let those who know the License Tax Act well, be 
appointed as assessors, and let the circle officers be men of education and we 
up in law, andexperienced. Let these travel from village to village and make 
inquiries of the respectable men to be found there. t failure of payment 
for one year render the property of the defaulter liable to be seized. Municr - 
palities should not have the collection of the tax, because, having no person 
interest in the matter, they would not work well. Second, objections aga 
assessments should be preferred, not to the circle officers, but to the old 


Deputy Collectors, who should first be required to institute local inquine 


the Collector should decide license tax appeals.’ We trust these suggestion 
will fall. under the eyes of the officials, and so tend in some measure to bing 
relief to the: people.. li , | crm dy acd 
21. The Sadhardnt, speaking of the frequency’ with which: Indian 

: Viceroys relieve one another, and the disadvan- 
tage to the country resultizig from this arrange- 
4. ment, says?’ If: now, after involving the 
country in war, Lord Lytton chose to resign, what could wedo? Under a 
despotic sovereign there would be some small relief, as the whole burden of 
the kingdom would rest on his shoulders. Our unfortunate country is not 
even 80 blessed. Why are Viceroys sent here for two or five years, just to 
wander about the country and do us no good? Look at England, which, 
small as it is, has:a Parliament. In India everything seems to go on by 
machinery. We should havea permanent ruler, well up in the language, 
manners, and customs of the country, but not one like king Daksha, 
who spent all his time in fun and sport. This ever-recurring- change of 
Viceroys can be productive of nothing but ill to the country. A perma- 
nent Viceroy, as mentioned above, if appointed, could not act despotically 
like the Mogul Emperors, because there would be others to control him. We 
entreat our Empress to attend to our representations in the above matter. 
22, The Government has not, as it thought, benefited the poor of 

: esi be the country by reducing the duty on salt by 
pistes oF ne. people and the four annas a maund. This reduction was a 
foolish one as far as the people are con- 

cerned, though it may affect the revenue by 60 lakhs. . The. papers 
have sufficient. reason fot censuring the present administration. The Finance 
Minister’s words have turned out unprofitable in this matter. On the other 


Third, in the same. way as'that in which & Magistrate decides criminal appeals, 


Frequent change of Viceroys inju- 
rjous to the country. 


hand, just look at the great dissatisfaction which the license tax has created 


amongst all classes. Witness the oppression in the assessments, not only in 
all parts of the country, but in Calcutta itself. A small incréase in the 
salt duty would not have been felt at all, but would have sufficed to make 
up the famine reserve contemplated by the license tax. What is the use 
of cheap salt when there is no rice in the house? We have often said 
before, and we repeat it, that the license tax should be abolished. Lord 
Lytton’s government is trying to imitate that of Louis Napoleon, whose 
great strength lay in the peasant and lower classes, for they worshipped him, 
because, as far as he could help it, he placed no burdens on them. We 
have felt. constrained to give the prevailing public opinion on things. 
To accept or disregard this opinion is left with Government. To do the 
latter would be foolish. Great distress and dissatisfaction prevail in the 
country owing to the license tax. | 


93. The Sahachara remarks that the present year has throughout 
Bengal been a more unhealthy one than the 


mee of Deeg. past. Half of Agrdhdydn has almost gone, 
and the weather still continues hot. Fever, cholera, and, in some places, 
small-pox are raging. From the middle of August to the beginning of 
November the eight gates of death may be said to lie open. No one 
troubles himself to inquire into the cause of the mortality and seek a remedy. 
Rijd Digambar Mitra’s idea that epidemic fever was caused by the 
stoppage of drainage was accepted by the Government of Bengal, anu Sir 
Ashley Eden ordered that his scheme should be carried into effect by the 
different engineers of districts. But after all, improvement in sanitation 
must be made by the people themselves; the Lieutenant-Governor cannot 
do much. The municipalities created everywhere are doing some work, 
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but it is a pity that the greater portion of the funds is being expended 
the dias a srasnitilatlon, instead of being used for drekoage parka 
and for supplying good and pure i water by the excavation of tanks 
Let the money which used to be collected, and still is, at weddings, feasts, and 
festivals and at the Barwart Pujd for works of public utility, be placed in 
the hands of the municipality or — and a law, if necessary, enacted 
for the purpose. It does not do to be making appeals to the public 
treasury for every little want. Our dwelling places should also und 


er 
change in order to further sanitation. Hygiene should form’ a brane ‘ of 


instruction in our schools. 
24. The Sangbdd Purnachandrodays suggests that the Government 


entes | should educate the native midwives who practise 
otth Lage bl pets tome agg native in villages especially. Poor village women haya 
to put up with much rough treatment durin 

their lying-in. In the villages there is neither a properly qualified and well. 

taught midwife, nor an assistant surgeon to be had. We hope Government 
will speedily direct its attention to this matter and meet a crying want, 

25. Referring to the recent orders appointing certain localities for 

Mr. Buckland’s removalto Howrah, Zillah officers, and fixing their head-quarters, 

the Bardwan Sanjivant remarks that several 

people think that the reason why Mr. Buckland has transferred his office 

from Hooghly to Howrah is his wish to enjoy the ease and comfort of a 

residence in Calcutta. It ought to be remembered, however, that the office 

of Commissioner was not created for the convenience of the office-holder, 

but for that of the public. 

26. Sir George Campbell, says the Bardwdn Sanjevant, acted in all 

se a ne panes aor a = aa ct judgment, and 

, Frequent changes in zillah bounda- ne of the things he effected was an altera- 

™ pete oxi a6 tion in boundaries, which resulted in the 

convenience of the majority. Sir Richard Temple, being a new comer and 

a stranger, left things as they were. Sir Ashley Eden, however, has commenced 

overhauling Sir George’s arrangements, after they have existed for eight 


years. He has made the following distribution: Ist, the three thdnds 


of Kotdlpur, Sondmukhi, and Inddsh have been transferred from the Bardwan 
to the Bankura district; 2nd, the Jahdndbdd and Goghdt thdnds from 
Bardwdn to Hooghly; 8rd, the four thandsof Kotdlpur, Sondmukhs, 
Indash, and of Vishnapur in the district of Bankurd are to comprise one 
sub-division; 4th, on Jahdndbdd going to the Hooghly district, Raind 
thand will be under the town of Bardwdn. Now, the restoration of Kotdl- 


pur and Sondmukhi to Bankurd, where they formerly were, will be accept- 


able; but as to Znddsh, which is 16 miles from Bardwdn, and 40 from 
Bankurd, it will be quite otherwise, notwithstanding that the inhabitants of 
Indash have the newly created sub-division to resort to. This last change 
will be productive of much inconvenience, the more so, as the people had 
familiarized themselves with Bardwdn. Mr. Eden only, knows how he got 
the Government of India to approve of these changes. Again, as to Jahan- 
dbdd, which Sir George Campbell transferred to Bardwdn on the petition 
of its residents, this place is only 28 miles from Bardwdn, and there 184 
good road between the places; whereas it is 40 miles from Hooghly with n0 
such convenient communication between. The p>ople of Jahdnabad were 
quite pleased at this place being included in the Bardwdn district. Peti- 
tions have been presented against replacing this sub-division under Hooghly. 
It seems that some zamindars of this sub-division, residing in Hooghly, have 
got Mr. Eden to make this change for their own convenience. At all events, 
the transfer of Inddsh and Jahdndbdd to Hooghly will be productive of n0 


(a) 


benefit, but will be a source of discomfort to many. © True that the Bardwdn 
district is vast in extent, but on seeking to reduce it, the convenience. of 
people should be preferentially considered. i 


EDUCATION. 


27. The Sangbad Purnachandrodaya learns that at a meeting held in 

niin te uli ie Dacca on the 8th of November last to consider 

wi. Garrett's proposal that married @0d discuss Mr. Garrett's proposal with 

apils should not de admitted tothe reference to the non-admission of married pupils 

‘ to the Entrance Examination, 11 members, 

‘out of the 19 who were Lprveny were entirely opposed to the proposal, five 
were for modifying it, and three only supported it in its entirety. 


FAMINneE. 


98. Anent the great scarcity of food prevailing almost everywhere, 
ae i the Murshiddbad Pairikaé observes, that the 
sa ph cena administrator (Lord Northbrook), who said 
that “‘any place where rice was selling at 10 seers should be considered as 
suffering from famine,” possessed no foresight, nor had he the power of 
guessing what the future state of Bengal would be. Labourers earning two 
or two and a half annas per diem, and sometimes going. without work, and 
having families to support, suffer the greatest distress owing to the present 
ruling rate of food. In Mymensingh and some other places in Hastern Bengal, 
rice is selling at five and five anda half seers to the rupee, or seven and 
eight rupees a maund; whilst in many villages in Sherpur and Bagurd, rice is 
scarcely to be had at all. The condition of the labourers of these places, 
who earn two annas a day, and have to travel 10 and 12 miles to get their 
rice, is infinitely worse than the condition of those already alluded to. The 
only hope lies in the forthcoming crop of the district, cf which even the pea- 
sants now speak in desponding terms. Added to this misfortune we have the 
Cabul war. | 
29. The Bhairavganj correspondent of the Bhardt Mihir, writing 
without date, describes the dire distress prevail- 
ing there; the middle and lower classes 
of the people suffering much. The hopes of the people were concentrated on 
the forthcoming crop, which boded well, when they at once became terrified 
by seeing a swarm of insects coming from the south-west in such numbers 
as to darken the sky. Rice has fallen in price now, and is selling at Rs. 5-4 
and Rs. 4-8 a maund, where as it had previously sold at Rs. 6 and Rs. 7. 
30. An anonymous correspondent says, that never, during the past 
or 15 years, has there been such an 
sonnate fem Segre: excellent crop as the present one; but notwith- 
standing this, rice is selling at 12 seers to the rupee. About 700 villages on 
the eastern boundary of Bagura are suffering from real famine. At the 
recommendation of our tind Macistrate, Mr. Ware, Government has 
sanctioned the opening out of relief works, and further, as the people from 
these parts are, owing to famine pressure, unable to come into Bagura for 
their suits, he has relieved them by holding court at the Sdridkands station. 
Cholera has commenced in these eastern parts. : 
81. The locusts, says the Methaliganj correspondent of the Bharat 
= Se - - Mihir, did not much injure the grain, as the 
paccounts from Methaliganj in Coock winter crops had been reaped, but they harmed 
whatever was left standing in the fields. The 


sowings of mustard and tobacco have not as yet been finished. 
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$2. The Kishorganj correspondent of this paper, Writing withoy 

| date, says that rice is not only selling a 
famine prices, but is scarcely procurable. The 
Bdbu Deputy managed to get up a relief fund by collecting subscriptions 
from the zaminddrs and talukdars here. Common rice is selling at Rs, 4 
and Rs. 4-4, and good rice is one rupee higher, per maund. The winter 
crops on the low lands have been altogether destroyed, though the land 
had. yielded a 12-annacrop. The locusts have commenced to destroy the 
young paddy on the high lands. 


Accounts from Kishorganj. : 


33. The Murshiddbdd Patrikd says that, although sundry articles of 
es foreign manufacture and cloth are cheap, all 
ae = Se Got ee arucien OF food Ste very dem, A. ae 
earning Rs. 4a month has to content him- 
self with one evening meal of salt and rice. The men earning from Re, 10 
to Rs. 50 are head-over-ears in debt, and are at the mercy of the mahdjans, 
The Cdbul war has had the effect of making the peasants heedless about 
their cultivation. Our hope that bazar prices would fall with the winter 
crop has been vain. The mortality amongst the cows has rendered our 
only nutritious articles of diet, such as milk, ghee and butter, dear. Milk, 
which formerly sold at 16 and 20 seers, is to be had now at 6 and 
8 seers. 7 
34. The Gramvarté Prakdshikd, after referring to the very high 
ili eal i ae prices A ee prevailing nape rae 
csteuction by locusts in Keehucaar,  8ayY8 that Government pays no heed to the 
ee ee ssalln: No one can foretell what God's 
wishes are. Our Arishnagar correspondent writes that on the 28rd of 
Kartik \ast, Krishnagar and some of its outlying villages were visited 
by a flight of locusts, which consumed the arhar and mustard crops, 
&c., then standing in the fields. This plague of locusts has come upon usin 


addition to high prices of food, sickness, and the cost of medicines. 


35. With every prospect of a good harvest throughout the province, 
it! says the Bardwan Sanjtvant, there is yet 
stoppane to exportsticns recommendea, Scarcity of food, and many people are to be 
found famishing. The reasons for this are 
that the people have no grain stored up; all that they had put by having 
been either consumed during the scarcity of the previous year, or removed 
by exportation to meet the famines or wants of other places. In this 
distressed state of the country large exportations of rice are still being made 
to places out of India, to be manufactured into liquor and various luxuries. 
Government is our only refuge now, and we entreat it to stop all this 
exportation. Political economists may ridicule the idea of shackling trade; 
but we must first see how our stomachs are to be filled, and how the country 
isto recover from its present sad state. If Government has only pity for 
its poor subjects, there is still time for the arrest of exportations. Let this 
be done, even if only as a temporary measure. 


LOocat. 


36. The Murshiddbdd Patriké complains of the bad state of the lanes 
PEE eon een and roads in the town: carts and qonveye 
of Berhampus. ne mate find it difficult to proceed by the roa 
| they once used to go by. The Municipality 
are requested to attend to this speedily, and see that repairs are promptly 
effected. The weather is still warm, and no winter clothing has as yet been 
resorted to, as is usually the case at this time of the year. 
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37. The Murshiddbdd Patrikd says that, dacoities in open daylight “uS=™™> =| 

: oe have been rife in the town for some time past. November smnd,197, = 

pacity ae nee eo mtd. A gang of low badmdshes have banded together, ae 
dbad district by ganized gang of rf : 2 -VOSeLuer, 
sadmdshes. ~ and they infest the roads and lanes. of ~ the 
| _ place, seeking opportunities for theft. They 
even use force when they find a person alone. Way-farers are defrauded by 
the three-card trick, and others are assaulted and have their money snatched 
away. ‘The gang sometimes separates into two or three parties, who go 
about inflicting injuries on people. So far has their oppression extended 
that people, for fear of their lives, forbear passing alone through Cossimbdzdr, 

Férdsdanga, and the bye-lanes. The members of this gang have no other 
means of livelihood but thieving and robbery. We cannot say why the 


police do not look into the matter. People like these badmdshes, who 


have no ostensible means of subsistence, should have a sharp eye kept on a 
them ; instead of this, they seem to escape all proper punishment. One or — 
two of them get imprisoned for a month or two, or have some ordinary fine a 
inflicted, which does not affect them at all. Persons peaching against or a 


prosecuting any member of this gang, are in dread of reprisals. Unless some 
severe punishment is inflicted on this gang and its leader, the evil complained 
of will not be repressed or stamped out. | 
38. The Murshiddbdd Pratindht makes almost the same complaint as  Mozsmasap 


— that made in the preceding paragraph, and | “smn: 
Badmashes and thieves in the Mur. P » patagtapn, 


T° ° ° November 29th, 1878, . 
shiddbéd district. asks the worthy District Superintendent of 
Police to save the honor and property of oe 
travellers from the depredations of the thieves and robbers of the place. - a 


39. The Bharat Mchir asks whether it would not be as well to notice sam Mmm, ~ = @ 
the fact that, several persons: have fallen and November 28th, 1878. 9 


gees Pe 0 ie ee ead a a from want of proper medical 
attendance and regimen, notwithstanding that a 
there is, as we hear, a medical man attached to the charitable dispensary a 


of Sherpur. The income of the Municipality of Sherpur is not small. 

40. ‘Ten years ago, says the Murshiddbdd Pairikd, there was only one = Mvesarnasap 
press in this district. Then the number xovemse aon 1078 
increased to six, and now, with the recent addi- 
tion of a press established at Sdiddbdd by 
Kabirdj Gangddhar, where several Sanskrit works with commentaries are 
being published, the number is seven. Is this, asks the writer, a sign of 
prosperity and advancement, or of decay and retrogression? This is the 
29th November, and no cold weather in as yet. It is hard to say what will 


Increase of Printing Presses in Ber- 
hampur, &c., and the weather. 


be the result of such contrariety in the seasons. oe 
“7 2 . a 

41. The Grdémodrié Prakashikd complains of the water of the  Qsamvanra = ag 
Bhdduilié Khdl having become impure and November soth,197% ~ 4 

Want of drinking-water at Bhd- a 


dulid. undrinkable, owing to the conduct of a Musal- 

man, by name Goldm Darvésh, who has dug a 

tank in the middle of the canal by which the water of the Gaurt Nadt used 

to reach Bhddulid. The people are already suffering from scarcity of food, 
and this scarcity of water makes matters un-endurable. 

49. As the Lieutenant-Governor will, as usual, says the Sahachara, samomm, = % 

visit his old sub-division of Baraset to preside Peember 2nd, 1878. - ag 

wane siate of Yon dui and Suksh- + the annual athletic sports, and at the a 

distribution of prizes. the peasants should ask 

him to take the opportunity to look into the state of the Maus and 

Sukshmavati rivulets, which he can do well by going on to Gauripur. The 

zamindérs have ruined these two streams by jalkars and tanks, to the 

ereat distress of the public.. Sickness has increased in consequence of the 
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water from the village being prevented from flowing into these streams 
Sir Ashley Eden could, if he wished, at very little expense improve the state 
of these two nadis. MEN nee rik 
Banpway Sanzrvast, 43. The Bardwdn Sonjivani asks why the Municipal Police allow the 
Dea Ieee ak dead rt ya - - and deatitnte people to be 
ever and sickness in Bardwdn and exposed on the highway side. There is no 
say pipet hendies coms criticising hospitals or the treatment of the 
sick, when there is this negligence in looking even after corpses. There 
has been much fever this year in the town of Bardwdn. It is reported 
that cholera too has broken out in various places. 
¥ BispwasSuxnvam. 44, An anonymous correspondent from Rdnigany writes to this paper, 
a saying that fever is daily increasing in these 
c ee ni iat parts. It would not be an exaggeration, the 
writer adds, to call each house a hospital. In the ordinary village of Ichdpur a 
ther were 30 or 40 deaths in the month of Kartsk. Another correspondent 
anounces that the Magistrate is now out on his annual ma/fussal tour. This 
gentleman is of mild disposition, and the people of this place are very 
well pleased with his ways and demeanour, and his mode of dispensing 
justice. He interests himself a good deal in the cause of education. | 


oc 


ca 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
— 45, Civilization, remarks the Murshiddbdd Patrikd, has made no 
November 29th, 1878. | a sot modern civilize CUange in avaricious and self-interested pro- 
— Ce jects, to satisfy which life and money are 


taken, and rulers flood lands with the blood of 
slaughtered hosts. The sovereigns who would sentence their subjects to 
capital punishment for violations of law, do not hesitate, when actuated 
by a lust of territory or of wealth, or by self-interest, to ignore the fun- 
damental principles of the laws which they have themselves created, and. attack 
a foreign kingdom, its rulers, and subjects. Then where is the civilization ? 
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